No association or linkage with HLA-DR or -DQ genes in south Indians with pulmonary tuberculosis.
Studies of the HLA class II genes were performed in patients and multiple families with pulmonary tuberculosis from South India to seek any association of disease susceptibility with an individual allele or haplotype. TaqI RFLP analysis of HLA-DRB, -DQA and -DQB genes was done in 38 patients and 36 healthy control subjects. No significant association with any particular allele or haplotype was obtained. Linkage analysis performed in 12 families and haplotype sharing analysis in 9 families showed that the genetic susceptibility to pulmonary tuberculosis was not linked to the HLA region. The results suggest that the RFLP patterns of HLA class II genes DRB, DQA and DQB are not associated with susceptibility to pulmonary tuberculosis and that the genes controlling susceptibility or resistance may be located outside the HLA region.